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Will the South China Sea served as a stage for 
bipolar struggle between the U.S. and China?  

•  The Pacific Ocean is large enough to accommodate 
the U.S. and Mainland China, however, is the South 
China Sea so small that it cannot allow these two 
giant powers to coexist? 

•  Is it the winner-takes-all attitude that leads to the 
situation of never-ending tussles over islands and 
reefs in the region?   

•   Can we create a win-win situation in the South 
China Sea? 



One of unsolved territorial issues left by the 
process of post-World War II reconciliation 

 1.  70 years on, peace remains incomplete.  
2.  The 70th anniversary of the end of the Asia Pacific 

War should be a time for reflection on the legacies 
of an incomplete peace process, and for renewed 
efforts to bring that process to completion. 



Geographic location and strategic implications: 

•  South China Sea covers an area of sea of some 3.5 million 
square kilometers.  

•  Four Island groups: 1. Dongsha(Pratas), 2. Zhongsha 
(Macclesfield Bank), 3. Xisha (Paracel), 4. Nansha 
(Sprately)  

•  Semi –enclosed by Taiwan, Brunei, Mainland China, 
Vietnam, Philippines, Indonesia and Malaysia    

•  Resource haven 
 Fertile fishing ground 
 Rich Oil and gas reserve 
•  Half of the world’s shipping tonnage passes through: Every 

year $US5.3 trillion worth of trade passes through the South China 
Sea. 



The Map of South China Sea 
 



21st Century New Maritime Silk Road- South China 
Sea is a strategic shipping lane for China 

A key global trade artery 



Historical background 
•  U shape line (11-dashed line) 
Origin:  
1.  Sino-‐French  dispute  over  the  control  of  Paracel  and  Spratly  Islands  started  in  

early  1930s.    Then  Japan  used  Taiwan  as  a  base  and  started  to  eye  these  island  
groups  and  to  join  the  contested  game  as  well.  

2.  In  order  to  consolidate  Chinese  claims  over  these  island  groups,  subsequently    
a  Land  and  Water  Maps  Inspection  Committee  was  formed  by  the  ROC  
government  in  1933  and  produced  two  maps  in  1935  and  1936,  respectively,  
dividing  them  for  the  Qirst  time  into  four  different  groups  and  giving  each  a  
name,  thereby  proclaiming  its  sovereignty  over  them.  These  two  maps  
included  Paracel,  Pratas,  Spratly  Islands  and    MacclesQield  Bank  as  part  of  ROC  
territory.

3.  ROC  government  continued  its  efforts  to  deQine  the  claim  over  South  China  Sea  
after  WWII,  and  the  so  called  11-‐dashed/11-‐dotted/U  shaped  line  maps  were  
produced  in  1947  and  1948.    

4.  The  U  shaped  line  map  and  list  of  geographical  names  for  islands  in  the  South  
China  Sea  were  Qirst  published  by  ROC  ministry  of  interior  in  1948.





It was first published officially in an Atlas of 
Administrative Areas by R.O.C. in Feb. 1948 



  The map of “eleven-dashed” line 
ROC claim in 1947



Map of“nine-dashed” line 
PRC claim in 1953 



Nine-dash line 
(Judge Gao Zhiquo and Professor Jia Bing Bing) 
1.  It represents the title to the island groups that it encloses. In other words, 

within the nine-dash line in the South China Sea, China has sovereignty 

over the islands and other insular features, and has sovereignty, sovereign 

rights, and jurisdiction-in accordance with UNCLOS-over the waters and 

seabed and subsoil adjacent to those islands and insular features. 

2.  It preserves Chinese historic rights in fishing, navigation, and such other 

marine activities as oil and gas development in the waters and on the 

continental shelf surrounded by the line. 

3.  It is likely to allow such residual functionality as to serve as potential 
maritime delimitation lines.  

















ROC (Taiwan)’s claims 
•  Historical aspects of the claims: 
1.  Islands in the South China Sea were first discovered, named, used, and incorporated into national 

territory by the Chinese, which can be traced back 2,000 years ago.  

2.  During the Far Eastern Meteorological Conference, which was held in Hong Kong in 1930, it was 
decided that the ROC would set up a weather station in the South China Sea. 

3.  During World War II, Japanese forces occupied islands in the South China Sea and rename part of of 
the Nansha group (Spratly) as “Shinnan Gunto”. On March 30, 1939, the islands were placed under 
the jurisdiction of Takao(today known as Kaohsiung city) Prefecture through announcement No122 of  
the Taiwan Governor-General Office. Following the Japan’s defeat by the ROC in 1945, its forces 
withdraw from the South China Sea islands.  In early December that year, staff from Taiwan Provincial 
Weather Bureau left Kaohsiung to take over the weather monitoring station, erect a marker, and raise 
a flag on the Shisha (Paracel) Islands.   

4.  In 1955 at the first conference of the International Civil Aviation Organization on aviation in the Asia-
Pacific region, the member nations resolved that it be the ROC(Taiwan) that would provide weather 
reports on the Pratas, Spratly, and Paracel Islands.  

    

Japanese forces occupied islands in the South China Sea  



ROC (Taiwan)’s claims 
•  Legal aspect: 
  Cairo Declaration ( November 25, 1943) 
   Potsdam Proclamation (July 1945) 
   Japanese Instrument of Surrender (September 1945) 
   San Francisco Peace Treaty (1951) 
   Treaty of Taipei (ROC and Japan) (1952) 



The Historical Archives are stored in ROC 
Ministry of Defense 
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The Historical Archives are stored in ROC 
Ministry of Defense 



The latest developments in the South China 
Sea’s dispute: 

•  PRC’s land reclamation (A2/AD & ADIZ): 
The US’s position: On May 30, at the Shangri-La security 

dialogue, Secretary Ashton Carter announced the 
Southeast Asia Maritime Security Initiative to address 
maritime challenges in the region.  It has proposed a 
moratorium on reclamation activities.  

ASEAN’s position: It hopes to swiftly produce a legally binding 
Code of Conduct and voices light verbal censures to 
safeguard its valuable economic ties with Beijing. 



 
PRC’s land reclamation (A2/AD & ADIZ): 

 
Japan’s  position: on  May 31, at the Shangri-

La security dialogue, Japanese Defense 
Secretary Gen Nakatani  proposed  to set 
up a system that can control and monitor 
the regional aerospace around the clock. 

ROC(Taiwan)’s position: It is opposed to 
other claimant parties to take any unilateral 
measures that might escalate the conflicts 
in the South China Sea. 



CNN Breaking News video 



CBS News video 
 





Mischief Reef 





The latest developments in the South China 
Sea’s dispute: 

•  Philippine’s arbitration lawsuit against 
PRC: 

The US’s position: Regardless of the outcome, 
both Beijing and Manila had to abide by the 
court’s legally binding decision as they were both 
signatories to the UNCLOS. In keeping with law, 
both China and the Philippines are obligated to 
follow the decision whether they like it or not.   
 
Mainland China’s position: Refusing to participate 
in the proceedings since China regards the court 
as not having jurisdiction to hear the case.  



Philippine’s arbitration lawsuit against PRC: 

•  ROC (Taiwan)’s position :  
Whether looked at from legal, economic, or geographic 
perspectives, Taiping Island (Itu Aba) indisputably qualifies as 
an “island” according to the specifications of Article 121 of the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 
and can sustain human habitation and economic life of its own; 
it is thus categorically not a “rock”.  The ROC government will 
firmly defend this fact. Any claims by other countries which aim 
to deny this fact will not impair the legal status of Taiping 
Island (Itu Aba) and its maritime rights base on UNCLOS.   



Taiping Island (Itu Aba) 



Taiping Island (Itu Aba) 



Taiping Island (Itu Aba) 



The latest developments in the South China 
Sea’s dispute: 

• Military alliances: 
US and Japan: US-Japan Defense Cooperation Guideline 
US and Philippines: The Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement 
US and Australia: Australia-US Defense Trade Cooperation Treaty 
Japan and Philippines: MEMORANDUM ON DEFENSE 
COOPERATION AND EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE OF JAPAN AND THE DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL 
DEFENSE OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
China and Russia: Plan to hold jointly military exercise in South 
China Sea next year 



ROC (Taiwan)’s position on South China Sea 

•  Taiwan won’t cooperate with Mainland China 
on the issues in the South China Sea. 

•  Any arrangement or agreement regarding 
islands in the South China Sea and their 
surrounding waters reached without Taiwan’s 
participation and consent shall have no legal 
effect on Taiwan.  



ROC (Taiwan)’s position on South China Sea 

•  Whether from the perspective of history, 
geography, or international law, the Nansha 
(Spratly) Islands, Shisha (Paracel) Islands, 
Chungsha Islands (Macclesfield Bank), and 
Tungsha (Pratas) Islands, as well as their 
surrounding waters, are an inherent part of 
ROC territory and waters. The ROC enjoys 
all rights over them in accordance with 
international law. This is indisputable. 



ROC (Taiwan)’s position on South China Sea 

•  The Government of Republic of China (Taiwan) 
calls on countries in the region to respect the 
principles and spirit of all relevant international law, 
including the Charter of the United Nations, and the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 
and to refrain from adopting unilateral measures 
that might upset the peace and stability of the 
region and the South China Sea.   



ROC (Taiwan)’s position on South China Sea 

•  The ROC government, upholding the basic 
principles of safeguarding sovereignty, shelving 
disputes, pursuing peace and reciprocity, and 
promoting joint development, is willing to jointly 
develop resources in the South China Sea with 
other countries. It is also prepared to actively 
participate in related dialogue and cooperation 
mechanism, so as to resolve disputes through 
peaceful means, safe guard regional peace and 
stability, and promote regional development.   



ROC (Taiwan)’s approaches for reducing tensions  
in the South China Sea 

•  The ROC (Taiwan) has consistently adhered to the principles of peaceful 
settlement of international disputes and freedom of navigation and overflight as 
stipulated in the UN Charter and other relevant international law and regulations.   

•  In order to lower the military temperature and demonstrate the goodwill to other 
claimants in the South China Sea, Taiwan proactively withdrew its marine corps 
from islands controlled by ROC (Taiwan), and has deployed coastal guard forces 
instead to defend these territories since 2000.   

•  Taiwan has started to cooperate with other claimants through non-traditional 
security projects such as marine law enforcement training, countering maritime 
piracy, addressing maritime crime etc. to mitigate the tensions in the South 
China Sea.    

  



ROC (Taiwan)’s approaches for reducing tensions  
in the South China Sea 

•  Managing Taiping Island (Itu Aba) and Tungsha Islands (Pratas), where 
were effectively controlled by ROC (Taiwan), as a peaceful role model to 
other claimant parties   

1.  Tungsha Islands as a group islands without sovereignty dispute is 
a suitable site to perform multiple cooperation projects such as  
maritime bio-diversity research, ECO-tourism etc.   

2.  Taiping Island (Itu Aba) is the largest naturally formed island (0.5 
square km) with fresh water in the South China Sea. ROC (Taiwan) 
will develop it into a hub for humanitarian assistance, 
environmental protection and scientific research in the Spratly 
Islands.   



Tungsha (Pratas) Islands 



Tungsha (Pratas) Islands 



Tungsha (Pratas) Islands 



Tungsha (Pratas) Islands 



Taiping Island (Itu Aba) video 



South China Sea Peace Initiative 

•  South China Sea Peace Initiative: As a viable means of 
dealing with current issues in the region, that is based on 
the successful experiences of Taiwan Strait Peace Initiative 
(92 Consensus) and East China Sea Peace Initiative 

President Ma Ying-jeou’s administration: 
 3 peaceful initiatives 
1. Taiwan Strait Peace Initiative (92 Consensus) 
2. East China Sea Peace Initiative 
3. South China Sea Peace Initiative 



South China Sea Peace Initiative 

ROC (Taiwan) calling on all parties concerned to: 

•  exercise restraint, safeguard peace and stability in the South China Sea, 

and refrain from taking any unilateral action that might escalate tensions; 

•  respect the principles and spirit of relevant international law, including 

the Charter of the United Nations, and the United Nations Convention on 

the Law of the Sea, peacefully deal with and settle disputes through 

dialogue and consultations, and jointly uphold the freedom and safety of 

navigation and overflight through the South China Sea; 



South China Sea Peace Initiative 

•  ensure that all parties concerned are included in 
mechanisms or measures that enhance peace and 
prosperity in the South China Sea, e.g. a maritime 
cooperation mechanism or code of conduct; 

•  shelve sovereignty disputes and establish a regional 
cooperation mechanism for the zonal development of 
resources in the South China Sea under integrated 
planning; and 

•  set up coordination and cooperation mechanisms for such 
non-traditional security issues as environmental protection, 
scientific research, maritime crime fighting, and 
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief. 



Conclusion 
l  As an island, Taiwan’s maritime security means national 

security, so a stable and peaceful maritime environment is 
crucial to my country’s economic, trade and other 
developments.  

l  ROC (Taiwan), upholding the basic principles of 
safeguarding sovereignty, shelving disputes, pursuing peace 
and reciprocity, and promoting joint development, is willing 
to exploit resources in the South China Sea in cooperation 
with the other parties concerned.  It is also prepared to 
actively participate in related dialogue and cooperation 
mechanisms to resolve disputes through peaceful means, 
safeguard regional peace, and promote regional 
development.         



























Taiping Island (Itu Aba) 



Taiping Island (Itu Aba) 



National dignity and the end of a century of humiliation  


