PAUL K. MACDONALD
228 Pendleton Hall East
106 Central Street
Wellesley MA 02482
413-329-4191

PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT

% 2021-pres. Full Professor of Political Science
Wellesley College, Wellesley MA

% 2015- 2021 Associate Professor of Political Science
Wellesley College, Wellesley MA

% 2011-2015 Assistant Professor of Political Science
Wellesley College, Wellesley MA

% 2008-2011 Assistant Professor of Political Science
Williams College, Williamstown MA

EDUCATION

% 1999-2007 Columbia University, New York, NY
M.A., Ph.D. in political science

s 1994-1998 University of California at Berkeley, Berkeley, CA
B.A. with honors in political science

BOOKS

s Contentious Power Politics New York: Oxford University Press, under contract). Co-authored with
Stacie E. Goddard and Daniel H. Nexon.

s Twilight of the Titans: Great Power Decline and Retrenchment (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press,
2018). Coauthored with Joseph M. Parent. Part of Cornell Studies in Security Affairs series.

o Reviewed in Survival (October/November 2018), The Atlantic Monthly November
2018), H-Diplo/1SSF Review (February 2019), and Journal of East Asian Studies (July
2020). Also featured on “Holiday Reading List” War on the Rocks (28 November
2018).

s Networks of Domination: The Social Foundations of Peripheral Conguest in International Politics New York:
Oxford University Press, 2014).

o Reviewed in Foreign Affairs November/December 2014), Perspective on Politics March
2015), and H-Diplo/ IS ST Roundtable (December 2015).

ARTICLES IN REFEREED JOURNALS

% “Are You Experienced? U.S. Ambassadors and Militarized Interstate Disputes, 1946-2014,”
Foreign Policy Analysis (forthcoming).



“Parliament of Man, Federation of the World: Repertoires of Statecraft, the Hague Conferences,
and the Making of the Liberal Order,” Diplomacy & Statecraft (forthcoming).

“The Status of Status in World Politics,” World Politics 73, no.2 (April 2021), pp. 358-391. Co-
authored with Joseph M. Parent.

““Most Potent and Irresistible Moral Influence’: Public Opinion, Rhetorical Coercion, and the
Hague Conferences,” Global Poliey, 11, n0.83 (October 2020), pp. 104-114.

“Repertoires of Statecraft: Instruments and Logics of Power Politics,” International Affairs, 33,
no.2 (June 2019), pp. 304-321. Co-authored with Stacie E. Goddard and Daniel H. Nexon.

“America First? Explaining Continuity and Change in Trump’s Foreign Policy,” Political Science
Qunarterly, 133, no.3 (Fall 2018), pp. 401-434.

“Embedded Authority: A Relational Network Approach to Hierarchy in World Politics,” Revzew
of International Studies, 44, no.1 (January 2018), pp. 128-150.

“Retribution Must Succeed Rebellion’: The Colonial Origins of Counterinsurgency Failure.”
International Organization, 67, no.2 (April 2013), pp. 253-280.

“Correspondence: Decline and Retrenchment — Promise or Peril?” International Security, 36, no. 4
(Spring 2012), pp. 197-203. Coauthored with Joseph M. Parent.

“Graceful Decline? The Surprising Success of Great Power Retrenchment,” International Security,
35, no. 4 (Spring 2011), pp. 7-44. Coauthored with Joseph M. Parent.

“Is Imperial Rule Obsolete? Assessing the Barriers to Overseas Adventurism.” Security Studies, 18,
no. 1 (January 2009), pp. 79-114.

“Those Who Forget Historiography are Doomed to Republish It: Empire, Imperialism and
Contemporary Debates about American Power.” Review of International Studies, 35, no. 1 (January
2009), pp. 45-67.

“Correspondence: The Role of Hierarchy in International Politics.” International Security, 32, no. 4
(Spting 2008), pp. 171-180.

“Useful Fiction or Miracle Maker: the Competing Epistemological Foundations of Rational
Choice Theory.” American Political Science Review, 97, no. 4 (November 2003), pp. 551-565.

“Correspondence: Start the Evolution Without Us.” International Security, 26, no. 1 (Summer 2000),
pp. 187-198. Coauthored with Duncan S.A. Bell.

PUBLICATIONS IN EDITED VOLUMES AND NON-REFERRED JOURNALS

“Biden wants to tap friends and party loyalists to fill high-level ambassadorships. That’s nothing
new.” Monkey Cage blog, Washington Post (22 June 2021).

“Grand Strategies of Declining Powers,” in Oxford Handbook of Grand Strategy (forthcoming)

“The Governor’s Dilemma in Colonial Empires,” in The Governor’s Dilemma: Indirect Governance
Beyond Principals and Agents, Kenneth W. Abbott, Bernhard Zangl, Duncan Snidal, and Philipp
Genschel (New York: Oxford University Press, 2020), pp. 41-60.

“Trump Didn’t Shrink U.S. Military Commitments Abroad—He Expanded Them: The
President’s False Promise of Retrenchment,” Foreign Affairs online (3 December 2019). Co-
authored with Joseph M. Parent.

“The Road to Recovery: How Once Great Powers Became Great Again,” Washington Quarterly 41,
no.3 (Fall 2018), pp. 21-39. Co-authored with Joseph M. Parent.
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“The Retrenchment War: Why the War Against ISIS Will Be Fought on the Cheap,” Foreign
Affairs online (24 September 2014). Co-authored with Joseph M. Parent.

“The Banality of Retrenchment: What Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel Gets Wrong About
This Year’s Defense Budget,” Foreign Affairs online (9 March 2014). Co-authored with Joseph M.
Parent.

“The Wisdom of Retrenchment,” Foreign Affairs, 90, no. 6 (November/December 2011), pp. 32-
47. Co-authored with Joseph M. Parent.

“Resurrecting Retrenchment: The Grand Strategic Consequences of U.S. Decline,” Be/fer Center
Jor Science and International Affairs Policy Brief, Harvard Kennedy School (May 2011). Co-authored
with Joseph M. Parent.

“Rebalancing American Foreign Policy,” Daedalus, 138, no. 2 (Spring 2009), pp. 115-125.

“Distancia y resistencia: Las relaciones entre el centro y la periferia en la politica internacional,”
in Crisis Del Estdo e Intervencion Internacional: Una Mirada Desde el Sur, edited by Monica Hirst
(Buenos Aires: Edhasa Publishers 2009), pp. 131-143.

BOOK REVIEWS AND ROUNDTABLES

“Review of Richard W. Maass, The Picky Eagle: How Democracy and Xenophobia Limited U.S.
Territorial Expansion,” Perspectives on Politics 19, no.1 March 2021), pp. 331-333.

“Power Shifts: Connecting IR Theory with the Chinese Case. A Book Reviews Roundtable,”
(with David Kang, Robert Ross, Keitan Zhang, Stacie Goddard, Kori Schake, and Joshua
Shiftinson) Jourmal of East Asian Studies, 20, no. 2 (July 2020). Co-authored with Joseph M. Parent.

H-Diplo Teaching Roundtable “Introduction: What’s At Stake in Teaching the ‘American
Empire’ Debater” (with Kelly Bauer, Matthew Cantirino, Jon Askonas, Justin Litke, M.L.
deRaismes Combes, and Richard Maass) H-Dipls, XXI, no. 2 (20 December 2019).

H-Diplo / ISSF Roundtable on Joshua R. Itzkowitz Shiftinson, Rising Titans, Falling Giants: How
Great Powers Exploit Power Shifts (with David Edelstein, Kyle Lascurettes, and Evan Braden
Montgomery) H-Diplo ISSF, X1, no. 5 (28 October 2019).

“Review of Eric Grynaviski, Awmserica’s Middlemen: Power at the Edge of Empire,” Perspectives on Politics,
17, no. 3 (September 2019), 944-945.

H-Diplo / ISSF Roundtable on Stephen M. Walt, The Hell of Good Intentions: America’s Foreign
Policy Elite and the Decline of U.S. Primacy (with Robert Jervis, Michael Desch, Sergy Radchenko,
and Kori Schake) H-Diplo ISSF, X, no. 31 (15 July 2019).

“Policy Roundtable: The Pursuit of Military Superiority” (with Mara Karlin, Evan Braden
Montgomery, Rosella Capella Zielinski and Kaija Schilde) Texas National Security Review (26 June
2018).

“Review of Thomas J. Wright AN Measures Short of War: The Contest for the 215 Century and the Future
of American Power,” Political Science Quarterly, 133, no. 1 (Summer 2018).

H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable on Barry R. Posen, Restraint: A New Foundation for U.S. Grand Strategy
(with Richard Betts, Jolyon Howorth, Robert Lieber, and Joseph Parent) H-Diplo ISSF, VIII, no.
16 (11 July 2010).

H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable on Paul K. MacDonald, Nesworks of Domination: The Social Foundations
of Peripheral Conquest in International Politics (with James McAllister, Adria Lawrence, Peter
Liberman, and Michael Neiberg) H-Diplo ISSF, VIII, no.6 (14 December 2015).



“The Politics of Great Power Retrenchment” (with Mette Eilstrup-Sangiovanni, Joshua
Shifrinson, and Kyle Haynes) International Studies Qnarterly symposium (10 November 2015).

“Critical Dialogue on Nesworks of Domination: The Social Foundations of Peripheral Conguest in

International Politics and Warlords, Strongman Governors, and the State in Afghanistan” (with Dipali
Mukhopadhyay) Perspectives on Politics, 13, no. 1 (March 2015), pp. 143-148.

H-Diplo Roundtable on Lloyd C. Gardner, Killing Machine: The American Presidency in the Age of
Drone Warfare (with John T. Kuehn, Douglas Porch, and Robert W. Tomlinson) H-Dipls, XV1,
no. 5 (29 September 2014).

H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable on Robert Lieber, Power and Willpower in the American Future: Why the
United States is not Destined to Decline (with Christopher Layne and Joshua Shifrinson) H-Diplo ISST,
V, no.5 (22 July 2013).

H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable on Keith Shimko, [rag Wars and America’s Military Revolution (with
Stephen Bourque, Jasen Castillo, and Forrest Morgan) H-Diplo ISSF, V, no.2 (18 March 2013).

“Review of Ayse Zarakol Affer Defeat: How the East Learned to Live with the West,” Perspectives on
Politics, 10, no. 2 (June 2012), pp. 553-554.

H-Diplo Roundtable on Stephen L. Carter, The Violence of Peace: America’s Wars in the Age of Obama
(with Daniel Byman, Jerald Combs, and Stacie Goddard) H-Dip/lo, X111, no. 20 (22 March 2012).

H-Diplo/ISSF Roundtable on Elizabeth Saunders, Leaders at War: How Presidents Shape Military
Intervention (with Fred Logevall, Rose McDermott, Dan Reiter, and Thomas Schwartz) H-Diplo
ISSF, 111, no. 8 (15 February 2012).

“Review of Wallace Thies Why NATO Endures,” Political Science Quarterly, 125, no. 3 (Fall 2010).

H-Diplo Roundtable on David Edelstein, Occupational Hazards: Success and Failure in Military
Occupation (with David Ekbladh, Gregory Mitrovich, Federico Manfredi, Peter Liberman, and
Gideon Rose) H-Diplo, X, no. 15 (15 May 2009).

WORKS UNDER REVIEW OR IN PROGRESS

“International Order and the Repertoires of Power Politics,” article under review. Co-authored
with Stacie E. Goddard and Daniel H. Nexon.

“Allies in Order Building: Powershifts, Interstate Coalitions, and the Unexpected Origins of the
Liberal Order,” article under review.

“Fast Falls, Fierce Fights? Relative Decline and Militarized Interstate Disputes in International
Politics,” article under review. Co-authored with Joseph M. Parent.

“When Threats Work: Unpacking the Varieties of Compellence,” article under review.

“Prometheus Bound: The Perils of Disruptive Innovations in N[ﬂitaly Organizations ” article
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under review.

“Bombing Without Occupation’ Airpower, Counterinsurgency, and the 1920 Iraq Revolt,” in
progress.

“The Paradox of Political Violence: Insurgency, Counterinsurgency, and Decolonization,” in
progress.

HONORS AND AWARDS



** Research Fellow, Center for Advanced Studies, Ludwig Maximillian University of Munich
(May/June 2019)

% Anna and Samuel Pinanski Teaching Prize, Wellesley College (2018)

% Mellon 23 Workshop Award, “Teaching During Wartime: Security Studies in the Liberal Arts,”
with Erica Chenoweth, Brent Durbin, Stacie E. Goddard, and Alexander Montgomery (2009-
2010)

% Visiting Scholar, American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Cambridge MA (2007-2008)

** Research Fellow, International Security Program, Belfer Center for Science and International
Affairs, Harvard University (2006-2008)

% Fellow, John M. Olin Institute for Strategic Studies, Harvard University (2005-20006)

% Pre-Doctoral Fellow, Center for International Security and Cooperation, Stanford University
(2004-2005)

** Research Fellow, International Security Program, Belfer Center for Science and International
Affairs (2003-2004)

% Lynn Weiss Memorial Fellow, Columbia University (2001-2003)

% William T. R. Fox Fellow, Columbia University (2000-2001)

% Phi Beta Kappa, University of California, Berkeley (1998)

** Norman Angel Prize, Sussex University (1997)

% Golden Key National Honors Society, University of California Berkeley (1996)

INVITED TAILKS

% “The Return of Great Power Competition,” CATO Institute Roundtable (January 2019). With
David M. Edelstein, Stacie E. Goddard, Joshua Shifrinson, and Christopher A. Preble.

% “Revenge of the Luddites: The Logic of Self-Defeating Military Innovation,” Notre Dame
International Security Program lecture series (March 2015)

¢ “Between Consent and Coercion: Rethinking Hierarchy in International Politics,” MIRTH
seminar, University of California Berkeley (September 2013)

s “Competing Visions Revisited: Assessing American Grand Strategy in the Unipolar Era,” ISCS
Security Policy Workshop, George Washington University (January 2013)

s “Retribution Must Succeed Rebellion” The Colonial Origins of Counterinsurgency Futility.”
Program on Global Society and Security, Harvard University (October 2012)

s “Retribution Must Succeed Rebellion’: The Colonial Origins of Counterinsurgency Futility.”
Security Studies Program seminar series, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (December 2011)

¢ “Networks of Domination: Social Ties and Imperial Rule in International Politics.” Program on
International Security Policy, University of Chicago (April 2008)

s “Distance and Resistance: Re-conceptualizing Core-Periphery Relations in International
Politics.” Universidad Torcuato Di Tella, Argentina (August 2007)



“Hierarchic Realism and Imperial Rule in International Politics.” Seventh Annual ‘New Faces’
conference, Triangle Institute for Security Studies, Duke University (September 2000)

“Imperial Ambitions? United States Foreign Policy and the Language of Empire.” London
School of Economics, United Kingdom (February 2005)

“Hierarchy and Great Power Grand Strategy: The Case of Great Britain.” Columbia University
International Politics Seminar (March 2004)

SERVICE TO WELLESLEY COLLEGE

Parliamentarian for Wellesley College Academic Council (September 2017 — June 2021)
Co-Director, Wellesley in Washington Program (September 2014 — June 2021)
Advisor, International Relations — Political Science Major (September 2014 — June 2021)

Department of Political Science panel discussion, “What in the Wozrld? Kim, Trump, and North
Korea’s Nukes” (29 September 2017)

Knapp Social Science Center Event, “One Year Later: How the 2016 Presidential Election
Changed Politics, Policy, and Society” (7 November 2017)

International Relations Council Faculty Luncheon, “THAAD and the North Korean Crisis” (17
March 2017)

CPLA presents, “What is the NSC and what does it do?”” (21 February 2017)

Albright Institute Wintersession presentation “The Causes and Consequences of the Syrian Civil
War” (10 January 2017)

Wellesley Arab Women’s Association “Wellesley Between the Pages ” (9 November 2016)
Pendleton Social Sciences Event, “Foreign Policy in the U.S. Election” (13 October 2016)
Wellesley College Reunion Lecture “Is America in Decline?” (4 June 2016)

Albright Institute Wintersession presentation “The Puzzle of Great Power Peace” (16 January
2015)

Participant, “What’s Wellesley Reading?” (November 2014)
Knapp Social Science Center Event, “What is Wrong with the Wozrld Today?” (15 October 2014)
Pendleton Social Sciences Event, “Foreign Policy in the U.S. Election” (18 November 2012)

Slater International Student Organization, “Presidential Candidates and their Foreign Policy” (19
April 2012)

International Relations Council Professor Panel, “What is the Real Crisis in Iran?” (29 March
2012)

Advisor, International Relations - Political Science Major (January-December 2012)
Member, Wellesley College Extramural Fellowship Committee (September 2012 — June 2014)

CPLA Presents, “A Conversation about the History of Human Rights Abroad” (4 November
2011)

SERVICE TO WILLIAMS COLLEGE



Co-Director, Williams College Summer Institute in American Foreign Policy (June 2010 -
present)

“Roundtable on the Death of Osama Bin Laden” participant (6 May 2011)

“Williams /H-Diplo Conference: New Scholarship in American Foreign Relations” participant
(18 April 2009)

“Roundtable on the Arab/Israeli Conflict” participant (3 March 2009)

COURSES TAUGHT AT WELLESLEY COLLEGE

POL3 339 Sovereignty, Nationalism, and Liberation (Fall 2020, Fall 2018)

POL3 224 International Security (Spring 2021, Spring 2020, Spring 2018, Fall 2016)

POL3 230 The Washington D.C. Expetience: Leadership and Public Policy (Fall/Winter 2015)
POL3 325 American Hegemony and Global Order (Fall 2019, Fall 2017, Fall 2015)

POL3 121 America and the ‘War on Terror’ (Spring 2019, Fall 2017, Spring 2017, Fall 2015, Fall
2014)

POL3 378S Empires and Imperialism (Spring 2020, Spring 2018, Spring 2016, Spring 2013)

POL3 3258 Small Wars and Insurgencies (Spring 2021, Spring 2019, Fall 2016, Fall 2014, Spring
2012)

POL3 221 World Politics (Fall 2020, Fall 2019, Fall 2018, Spring 2017, Spring 2015, Fall 2012,
Spring 2012, Fall 2011)

POL3 321 The United States in World Politics (Spring 2015, Fall 2012, Fall 2011)

COURSES TAUGHT AT WILLIAMS COLLEGE

PSCI 325(T) Grand Strategy (Spring 2011)

PSCI 202 World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations (Spring 2011, Fall 2009,
Spring 2009)

PSCI 225 International Security (Spring 2010, Fall 2008)
PSCI 236 Empire and Imperialism (Spring 2010)
PSCI 420 War in the Modern Age (Fall 2009. Fall 2008)

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

R/
0.0

R/
0.0

Participant, Comparative Basing Strategies and Great Power Competition, virtual conference
hosted by Naval War College (December 2020).

Participant, Evaluating Power Political Repertoires Workshop, Columbia Global Center in Paris
(February 2020).



s Participant, Powershifts Workshop, Ludwig Maximillian University of Munich (November 2018).
s Participant, Governor’s Dilemma Workshop, European University Institute (May 2018)

¢ Participant, Governor’s Dilemma Workshop, Nuffield College, Oxford University (September
2017)

s Participant, Evaluating Power Political Repertoires Workshop, Norwegian Institute of
International Affairs (March 2017)

¢ Participant, Classical Realism and International Relations Workshop, Cornell University (May
2013)

% Co-organizer, Teaching During Wartime: Security Studies in the Liberal Arts, Wellesley College
(October 2010)

** Participant, Basin Harbor Teachers’ Workshop, Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies (June
2009)

¢ Participant, Classical Realism Applied Workshop, Cornell University (April 2009)

PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

s “Twilight of the Titans: Authors Meet Critics” (with Joseph M. Parent) International Studies
Association — International Security Section, annual meeting, Purdue IA (November 2018).

% “The Governor’s Dilemma and Autonomous Expansion in European Overseas Empires.”
American Political Science Association, annual meeting, Boston MA (September 2018)

% “Beyond Coercion and Consent: A Network Approach to Hierarchy.” American Political
Science Association, annual meeting, Philadelphia PA (September 2016)

¢ “Fast Falls, Fierce Fights? When Power Shifts Promote Peace” (with Joseph M. Parent).
American Political Science Association annual meeting, San Francisco CA (September 2015)

% “Competing Visions Revisited: Revisited: Assessing American Grand Strategy in the Unipolar
Era” (with Joseph M. Parent). American Political Science Association annual meeting,
Washington DC (August 2014)

% “From Power to Penury: Strategic Responses to Acute Relative Decline” (with Joseph M. Parent).
American Political Science Association annual meeting, Chicago IL (September 2013).

% “Decline by the Numbers: An Empirical Assessment of Retrenchment” (with Joseph M. Parent).
International Studies Association annual meeting, San Francisco CA (April 2013).

¢ “Retribution Must Succeed Rebellion’ The Colonial Origins of Counterinsurgent Futility.”
American Political Science Association annual meeting, Seattle WA (September 2011)

% “From Power to Penury: Great Power Retrenchment, 1870-2006” (with Joseph M. Parent).
International Studies Association annual meeting, Montreal QC (March 2011)

s “Military Power, Social Ties, and Conquest: the Case of British Expansion in Southern Africa.”
American Political Science Association annual meeting, Toronto ON (September 2009)

¢ “Embedded Hierarchy: Explaining sovereign inequality in international politics.” International
Studies Association Annual Convention, New York NY (February 2009)

% “Networks of Domination: Social Ties and Impetial Rule in Colonial India, 1798-1805.” Social
Science History Association annual meeting, Miami FL (October 2008)



¢ “The Virtues of Ambiguity: An Assessment of the ‘Information Turn’ in International Relations
Theory.” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Boston MA (September 2008)

* “Embedded Hierarchy: Explaining Sovereign Inequality in International Society.” International
Studies Association Annual Convention, San Francisco CA (March 2008)

¢ “Networks of Domination: Social Ties and Imperial Rule in International Politics.” Visiting
Scholars Luncheon, American Academy of Arts & Sciences, Cambridge MA (February 2008)

s “Is Imperial Rule Obsolete? Assessing the Barriers to Overseas Adventurism.” American
Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Chicago IL (September 2007)

% “Occupation or Empire? Explaining America’s Failure in Iraq.” Belfer Center for Science and
International Affairs, Harvard University (September 2000)

% “Imperial Rule, Hierarchy and Great Power Grand Strategy.” International Studies Association
Annual Convention, San Diego CA (March 20006)

s “Imperial Rule, Hierarchy, and Great Power Grand Strategy.” John M. Olin Institute brown bag
seminar, Harvard University (October 2005)

% “Hierarchy and Great Power Grand Strategy.” Center for International Security and Cooperation
social science seminar, Stanford CA (December 2004)

% “Peripheral Pulls: Explaining Great Power Expansion.” American Political Science Association
Annual Meeting, Chicago 1L (September 2004)

¢ “Frontiers of Fear: The Expansion of Empire and the Security Dilemma.” International Studies
Association Annual Convention, Montreal CA (March 2004)

s “Peripheral Pulls: Great Power Expansion and Lessons for the ‘American Empire.”” Belfer
Center for Science and International Affairs, Harvard University (December 2003)

% “Theorizing Hierarchy in International Politics.” International Studies Association Annual
Conference, Portland OR (February 2003)

% “The Strength of Weak Norms: The Concert of Europe and International Relations Theory.”
International Studies Association Annual Convention, New Orleans LA (March 2002)

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

+* Member, American Political Science Association

o Executive committee member, International History and Politics section

+* Member, International Studies Association

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

% Article Reviewer for American Political Science Review, International Security, International Organization,
Security Studies, International Studies Quarterly, World Politics, Journal of Politics, Review of International
Studies, American Jonrnal of Political Science, European Journal of International Relations, International
Studies Review, International Political Sociology, Journal of Peace Research, Journal of Global Security Studies,
International Affairs, American Political Research, Foreign Policy Analysis, Cambridge Review of International
Affairs, Contemporary Security Policy, and Journal of International Relations and Development



Manuscript Reviewer for Princeton University Press, MIT Press, Oxford University Press, Yale

University Press, Columbia University Press, Notre Dame University Press, Ashgate Publishing,
and Routledge

Editorial board member for Global Studies Quarterly



