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Education: 

 

Undergraduate: Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, 1972-1976,  

     B.S Engineering, Biomedical Engineering 

     (Area of Specialization:  Medical Information Processing) 

 

Medical:   Yale University,  New Haven, Connecticut, 1976 - 1980,  M.D. 

 

Post-graduate Medical Training: 

Internship:  Waterbury Hospital, Waterbury Connecticut, 1980 - 1981, Internal Medicine 

 

Residency: Stanford University,  Stanford, California, 1981 - 1983,  Anesthesiology 

 

Current Professional Positions: 

• Associate Dean for Immersive and Simulation-based Learning, Stanford 

University School of Medicine, July, 2004 – present 

• Professor of Anesthesia with Tenure, Stanford University School of 

Medicine, December, 1999 -- without limit of time 

• Staff Physician, VA Palo Alto Health Care System, 7/83 – present 

• Founder and Co-Director (with Steve Howard, MD), VA Palo Alto HCS 

Patient Simulation Center, 1995 – present 

• Founding Editor-in-Chief, Simulation in Healthcare, 2016 – present    

(active EIC 2005 – 2016) 
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Previous Professional Positions: 

• Associate Professor of Anesthesia (with tenure), Stanford University School of Medicine, 

 September, 1992 – December, 1999 

• Assistant Professor of Anesthesia, Stanford University School of Medicine,  

 September 1, 1985 to September 1, 1992 

• Acting Assistant Professor of Anesthesia, Stanford University School of Medicine,  

 July 1, 1983 to August 31, 1985 

• Chairman, Committee on Human Subjects in Research (IRB), Stanford University, May, 

1996 – September, 2002 Committee member, October, 1993 - May, 1996) 

• Editorial Board (Associate Editor), Anesthesiology, 2004 – 2006 

• Editorial Board, Human Factors, 2005 - 2006 

• Editorial Board, Teaching and Learning in Medicine, 2000 – 2006 

Certification: 
Medical Licensure:  California, # available on request 

Board Certification:  American Board of Anesthesiology, Nov 1, 1985, # available on request 

Professional Society Membership: 
American Society of Anesthesiologists 

California Society of Anesthesiologists 

Society for Simulation in Healthcare 

Honors and Awards: 

Teacher of the Year Award,  Department of Anesthesia, Stanford University, 1990-1991 

Ellis Cohen Award,  Department of Anesthesia, Stanford University, 1995-1996 

University of Rochester Center for Medical Simulation Award for Outstanding Contributions to 

the Field of Medical Simulation, June, 1999 

Society for Education in Anesthesia/Duke Award for Excellence and Innovation in Anesthesia 

Education, October 2003 

Department of Veterans Affairs, David M. Worthen Award for Academic Excellence, January, 

2004 

International Anesthesia Research Society, Achievement in Education Award, 2008  

Kaiser Award for Innovative and Outstanding Contributions to Medical Education, Stanford 

University School of Medicine, May, 2010 

The Society for Technology in Anesthesia, J.S. Gravenstein Award for Lifetime Achievement, 

January, 2011 

Department of Veterans Affairs, Under Secretary for Health Award for Excellence in Clinical 

Simulation Training, Education and Research, January, 2011 (inaugural award) 

Icahn School of Medicine, Mount Sinai, New York,  Eliasberg Award, April, 2015 
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National Organizations: 

Secretary, Anesthesia Patient Safety Foundation, October, 1990 – 2008; Member at Large, 

Executive Committee, 2008 - present 

Member, Steering Committee and Board of Directors, Advanced Initiatives in Medical 

Simulation, November, 2004 – present; Treasurer, 2007- 2016 (AIMS disbanded) 

Founding & Current Member, Board of Directors, Society for Sim Healthcare, January, 2003 – 

present;   

Member, ASA Task Force on Simulation, October 2004 – 2007; Member, ASA Committee on 

Simulation Education (now Simulation Editorial Board), 2007 – present 

Member, Steering Committee, Emergency Manual Implementation Collaborative, 2013 – present 

 

 

Recent and Current Research Support 

1 R18 HS020415-01 (PI:  Matt 

Weinger) 

 3/29/2011 – 4/1/2015 

AHRQ $29,782 – $32,806 (yrs1-3; Stanford 
portion) Total award (3yrs) = $1, 
047,706 

Co-I  (11%) 

Creating Simulation-Based Performance Assessment Tools For Practicing Physicians   

 

W81XWH-11-C-0050 (PI T 
Judkins, SU Sub-contract PI A 
Okamura, Mech Engg 

 4/5/2012-4/14/2014 
(No Cost extension) 

DoD; U.S. Army Medical Research 
and Materiel Command (SBIR 
Phase II grant) 

Stanford component: $199,942;  Total 
Award $750,000 

Co-I (2%) 

Hands-Free Kinetic System for Medical Simulation (KineSys MedSim) 

 

DM142062 (PI R Steadman, 
UCLA) 

 January 1, 2016 -  

DoD Defense Med Rsch & 
Development Program for the 
Office of the Congressionally 
Directed Med Rsch Programs 
(CDMRP) 

TBD Consultant 

Design of a Screen-Based Simulation for Training and Automated Assessment of Teamwork 

Skills 
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Named Lectures  

(Dr. Gaba has made several hundred invited presentations all over the world.  Only named lectures 

are listed): 

Department of Anesthesia, Case Western University School of Medicine, Ali Gharib Lecturer, 

September, 2003 

Columbia University School of Medicine, Morris Symposium Lecture, September 2004 

University of Pittsburgh, Peter and Eva Safar Lecture, May, 2007 

Department of Anesthesia, Penn State School of Medicine, 14th Joseph Priestley Lecturer, 

December, 2008 

Royal College of Anaesthetists, 40th Joseph Clover Lecture, March, 2010 

International Anesthesia Research Society, T.H. Seldon Lecture, May, 2013 

Society for Airway Management, Ovassapian Lecture, September, 2014 

American Society of Anesthesiologists, Ellison C. Pierce Jr. Memorial Lecture, October, 2014 

Icahn School of Medicine, Mount Sinai, New York,  Eliasberg Award Lecture, April, 2015 

 

 

TEACHING 

Post-doctoral fellows: 
 Steven Merlone, M.D.:  1984-1985  Supported by Stanford Dept. of Anesthesia 

Mary Maxwell, M.D.: 1985-1986  Supported by California Affiliate, AHA;  

  Stanford Dept. of Anesthesia 

 Steven Howard, M.D.:  1991   Supported by Stanford Dept. of Anesthesia 

 Richard Botney, M.D.  1992-1994  Supported by the Dept.  of Veterans Affairs 

 Gregory Botz, M.D.  1994   Supported by the Whitaker Foundation 

 Brendan Flanagan, M.D. 1995   Supported by the Whitaker Foundation 

 Brian Smith, M.D.   1996   Supported by Stanford Dept. of Anesthesia 

 Yasser Sowb, Ph.D.  1997- 2001 Supported by Stanford Dept. of Anesthesia 

              & VA Patient Safety Center of Inquiry 

 Erin Bushell, M.D.   2000–2001 Supported by Patient Safety Center of Inquiry 

 Kyle Harrison, M.D.  2003-2004  Supported by Patient Safety Center of Inquiry 

 Tanja Manser, Ph.D.  2003-2005  Supported by Swiss Govt. Post-doc Grant 

 Ruth Fanning, M.D.  2005-2006  Supported by Stanford Dept. of Anesthesia 

 Sesh Mudumbai, M.D.  2006-2007  Supported by Stanford Dept. of Anesthesia 

 Ankeet Udani, M.D.  2011-2014  Supported by Stanford Dept. of Anesthesia 

 Naola Austin, M.D.   2014-2015  Supported by Stanford Dept. of Anesthesia 

 Louise Wen, M.D.   2016-2018  Supported by Stanford Dept. of Anesthesia 

 

Research Students: 

Graduate/Medical Students 

Abe DeAnda: 

 1985 (summer quarter)  Supported by Stanford Early Matriculation Program 

 1986       Supported by Stanford Medical Scholars Program 

 1987 (winter quarter)  Supported by Anesthesia Patient Safety Grant  

 1987-88      Supported by Pfeiffer Foundation Scholarship 

John Williams 
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 1987 - 1990     Supported by the APSF and by the Whitaker Foundation 

Ingo Beinlich, M.D.     (PhD candidate, Medical Information Sciences) 

 1989 - 1992     Supported by the Whitaker Foundation 

George Yang       

 1990-1993     Supported by Stanford Med Scholars Program  

Joe Fenerty 

 1991       Course credit 

Belinda Jump 

 1992-1995     Supported by Stanford Medical Scholars Program 

Sarah Lau 

 1993       Course Credit 

Oliver Herndon 

 1993, 1995, 1996   Supported by Stanford Medical Scholars Program 

Lisa Pate 

 2000 (summer quarter)  Supported by Stanford Early Matriculation Program 

Noah Richmond      

 2001-2002     Thesis Research 

Michael Cook 

 2013 (June)     Supported by U. C. Davis scholarship 

Undergraduate Students 

George Yang: 1987-1989   For course credit 

Thomas Lee:  1988-1990   Supported by Anesthesia Patient Safety Foundation 

Laura Chyu 1996    Volunteer 

Dat Mac  2001-2003   Supported by PSCI 

 

 

 

Courses Taught (all of the below were co-created by Dr. Gaba): 

Anesthesia Crisis Resource Management (ACRM1) (1990 - present) 

Intermediate Anesthesia Crisis Resource Management (ACRM2) (1997 - present) 

Advanced Anesthesia Crisis Resource Management (ACRM3) (1998 - present) 

Simulation Instructor Course (1995 - present) 

VA SimLEARN Simulation Instructor Course (2011 - present) 

Maintenance of Certification in Anesthesia Simulation Course (2011 – present) 

VA SimLEARN Code Team Simulation Instructor Course (2012 – present) 

VA SimLEARN Out of OR Airway Management Simulation Instructor Course (2012 – 

present) 


