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The Status Quo of Reading Teaching in Rural Primary Schools in China:

PIRLS Questionnaires in Guizhou and Jiangxi

JiaMiqi Gao Qiufeng Peng Lanxi Nie Jingchun Wang Huan Zhou Qian

(Center for Experimental Economics in Education, Shanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710119, China)

Abstract: The development of adequate reading skills at an early age has an enormous influence on the academ-
ic achievement of students throughout the course of their educational career. This study explores the status quo of
reading teaching in rural primary schools in China from the perspective of schools and teachers, and its findings
could help promote the development of early reading for rural students. The survey in 150 rural primary schools in
Guizhou and Jiangxi and the results of PIRLS show that teaching of reading still needs to improve.The sample rural
teachers had lower level of education, and had not received sufficient reading trainings. The reading materials for
teaching were quite single and the schools did not develop students’ reading skills in time. The regression results
show that there were significantly positive correlations between teaching of reading and student reading achievement
in rural China. And education levels of rural teachers and reading training are especially important for reading devel-
opment. In order to develop student reading, it is necessary to improve reading training and reading environment, and

enrich reading resources for teachers in rural primary schools.

Keywords: primary school student; reading development; teaching of reading; PIRLS questionnaires
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