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Consensus Statement
International Workshop on Primary Health Care Reform
& Community Health Service in China

June 18, 2015
Stanford Center at Peking University

On a midsummer’s day with clear blue skies, an international workshop on Primary Health Care
Reform and Community Health Services in China took place at the Stanford Center at Peking
University. During a full-day of academic presentations and exchanges, experts and scholars from
China and abroad came together to participate in in-depth discussions and reach a broad

consensus.

The new medical reform of 2009 promoted the construction of China’s basic medical system and
gradual achievement has been made for solving the societal problem of “kan bing nan, kan bing
gui”; healthcare is available but not sufficiently affordable and accessible. At the same time, the
effects of rapid urbanization and social transformation along with a rapidly aging population with
rising incidence of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) and other health issues have led to
greater demands on the medical system. Building and improving effective universal coverage for
quality primary care is a foundational prerequisite for handling these challenges.

Chronic Disease Management

For this purpose and under the guidance of government departments, we should establish a new
chronic disease management system based on community treatment integrated with hospitals
and other organizations promoting prevention and control. Moreover, public health and medical
services should be integrated within a unified plan and implementation strategy.

First Contact Primary Care and Two-way Referral

Promoting first-contact care at community health service organizations and implement a
two-way referral system are critical issues of health care reform. Hangzhou has pioneered a
promising model of community-based integrated health promotion, chronic disease
management and long-term care services. We believe it is a positive step forward for resolving
these challenging issues and measureable progress has been made.

Human Resources

The government should strengthen the system for human resources in health, especially for
efficient nurturing of grassroots medical personnel for primary care and general practice.
Moreover, government should continuously take measures to improve health service provider
quality, improve incentive mechanisms and enhance career development opportunities.

Financing
Currently, many challenges facing China’s basic and community medical system remain
unresolved in large part because of the bottleneck of insufficient funds. Therefore we should



enlarge the proportion of basic medical financing in fiscal expenditures and attract various social
resources to build both a consolidated healthcare service delivery system and healthcare

insurance system to achieve nationwide effective basic medical coverage.

Private Capital

Social capital and private enterprises can contribute productively to basic medical construction
and we should treat this issue with open-mindedness and with a forward-looking vision.
Implementation should be in accordance with "Opinions on the implementation of policies and
measures pertaining to accelerating the development of social capital to invest in medical
institutions", recently issued by China’s State Council.

Participants of this academic workshop expressed high regard for the progress and experiences
gained in Hangzhou’s basic medical practice and hold the viewpoint that this forum can play a
significant role in promoting academic communication for discussing basic medical policy and
introduce international advanced health concepts and management methods. Participants hope
that this academic forum, organized by Stanford’s Shorenstein APARC and ACON Primary Care
Research Center, will continue to grow each year and develop sustainably.
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