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Abstract: Based upon applicants of five rounds submitted for the Chinese Local Governance
Innovations Awards and supplemented sutveys conducted in the forth and fifth rounds, the article
discusses major issues concerning innovations by Chinese local government in the past 10 yeats.
These issues are listed as local governance innovation” s current state, distribution, types,
dynamics, sustainability and effects. It is found that vatious local innovations should be observed
and analyzed in the backdrop of Chinese societal and political development. Most of innovations
are issue-otiented and aim for making the existing system work. However, innovations are
distributed in different levels and departments, its holistic effect upon the system would be weaken
because of contradictions among levels and departments.
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