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Preface

The origins of this book were in a workshop held in Beijing in May 2006, 
sponsored by the China Institute for Science and Technology Policy 
(CISTP) of Tsinghua University, Beijing; the Industrial Technology 

Research Institute (ITRI), Hsinchu; and the Administrative Committee of 
Zhongguancun Science Park, Beijing. Later workshops that developed some of 
these themes were held at Stanford University in November 2006 and in Taipei 
in September 2007.

We are grateful to the contributors this volume, to the organizers of the 
meeting and especially to Professor Lan Xue of Tsinghua University, Madame 
Mulan Zhao of the Administrative Committee of Zhongguancun Science 
Park, and Tze-Chen Tu, general director of ITRI’s Industrial Economics and 
Knowledge Center (IEK). We are also grateful that Naushad Forbes came from 
India to chair one of our sessions in Beijing. 

The Stanford Program on Regions of Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
(SPRIE) was fortunate during this period to have three postdoctoral scholars—Dan 
Breznitz, Douglas Fuller, and Xiaohong Quan—two of whom contributed chapters 
to this book. We also were fortunate to have Gu Ming, a talented Stanford pre-
doctoral student, who did much valuable research toward this topic.

Among those who helped on the administrative side to make the Beijing 
meeting a success were Chen Ling and others of the CISTP staff. Our editors, 
Victoria Tomkinson, Barbara Milligan, and Fayre Makeig, have struggled with 
sometimes-recalcitrant texts and tables. And for all of our activities during 
the past two years, the Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center 
(Shorenstein APARC) in Stanford’s Freeman Spogli Institute for International 
Studies has provided us with a home, and its faculty and staff have provided 
both support and intellectual engagement.

Throughout, Chintay Shih, dean of the College of Technology Management 
at National Tsing Hua University, has been an inspiring force. Thanks also to 
ITRI’s Yi-Ling Wei and Oliver Hung, and to Jen-Chang Chou, a visiting scholar 
here at SPRIE. John Seely Brown, Richard Walker, David Wang, and Kyung 
Yoon have each provided advice and support.

None of this would have been possible without the financial support of the 
Ministry of Economic Affairs of Taiwan and ITRI, the Semiconductor Research 
Corporation, and the Hewlett-Packard Corporation. 

Finally, our program coordinator, George Krompacky, has been essential 
to this enterprise.

Henry S. Rowen
Marguerite Gong Hancock

William F. Miller




